
The seventh annual Rock 'n' Roy 
Memorial Bonspiel was held on 
February 25. All participants were 
warmed up both mentally and 
physically on yet another fun fi lled 
spiel held in memory of our former 
club manager Roy Walker.     

The Black and White anything goes 
theme inspired many interesting 
outfi ts, and everybody was 
challenged with toss the dice, and 
"bump and grind bust the balloon 
game”.  The curling, breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, and dance were top 
notch and a big thanks go to the 
event organizers / conveners Mike 
and Joanne Myler, Ron and 
Janet Rawding, Jennifer and Steve 
McLean, Pat Walker, Carol Mann, 
Linda Vervoorn as well as the many 

others who provided prizes and 
donations to make this another 
memorable event.  

The bartenders also made a great 
eff ort dressing as Salt and 
Pepper for the event. Ryan Myler 
and teammates won for best 
costume. The money raised from 
this event will support youth 
curling, and other youth-oriented 
activities in our curling community 
through the Roy Walker Memorial 
Fund.        

Team Taylor had the best score for 
the day: Dorothy Taylor (Skip), 
Trevor Langley (Vice), Joyce 
Sunderland (2nd) & Faye Grooms 
(lead) - Jay Mathers spared in the 
fi rst game.   
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Open House and Instructional League Introduce 
Our Sport to New Curlers
Our Spring Open House was held 
on an unseasonably warm 
Family Day weekend on February 
18. 

We had a great turnout with much 
positive feedback from the 
registrants. Each of the sixty-three 
people who showed up for the 
Open House were eager to try our 
great sport and were rewarded 
with an excellent introduction to 
curling. Many expressed what a 
great afternoon it was.  

The organizers were especially 
pleased with how many youth 
participants attended.   

Keli Schmidt not only supplied 

the best darn homemade 
cinnamon buns as a snack, acted 
as the Club greeter, but was also 
pressed into on ice duties due to 
the overwhelming demand for the 
event. 

The event resulted in a few people 
registering for the instructional 
league which was held on the 
subsequent four Sundays during 
March.  

Many thanks to those who 
volunteered at the open house and 
to those club coaches and 
volunteers helping out at the 
instructional league.  

Brampton Curling Club Semi Annual General Membership meeting will be held in the BCC Lower Lounge on 
Wednesday, April 19th. The evening includes a free BBQ dinner courtesy of Carls Catering starting at 6:15 pm.  
The bar opens at 6 pm and the formal meeting will begin at 7:30 pm.

Items which will be covered during the meeting include:

• News and reviews of the 2016-2017 Season
• Board nominations and elections. There are 2 or 3 openings on the 2017 – 2018 Board
• Financial Update
• New Business (Question Period)

Please consider helping out! Submit your name to join the BCC Board of Directors.

SAVE THE DATE
Semi-Annual General Meeting Set for April 19th



Each spring, we take the 
opportunity to introduce our 
members to the incoming club 
president. Today we would like to 
tell you about Karen Straatsma  

Karen has lived in Brampton her 
whole life living about fi ve minutes 
away from our club. 

She discovered Curling in her 40s, 
by trying it out in a charity 

Bonspiel where she really enjoyed 
it. Following this experience, 
there was an open house at the 
Brampton Curling Club. Karen 
joined the Brampton Curling Club 
in 2010.  She has been an active 
volunteer at the club since joining, 
helping at events such as the Ladies 
Golf day, the Scotties Ontario 
Tournament of Hearts, a 
coordinator for Early Bird bonspiel, 
Little Rocks and Bantam bonspiels 
as well as open houses and clinics.

Karen has worked in diff erent 
types of companies, Mitchell Real 
Estate, Queensway Electric, and 
Colourtech Plastics.  For a few 
years, Karen stayed home to tend / 
raise her children with her husband, 
Gerald. 

She worked at DUCA Financial 
Services Credit Union as a 
Member Service Rep., then, in 
2015, she changed jobs. With the 
help of a fellow curler, Karen 
moved to Vanhof & Blokker 

(wholesale bulbs and plants) as a 
Customer Services person.  

Karen has been active in 
volunteering with many diff erent 
groups over the years, including 
with the Auxiliary for John Knox 
Christian School for 25 years, 
where she handles ordering, 
organizing and serving dinners for 
Weddings and seminars, 
raising funds for the school.  

She has also volunteered for 25 
years as Caring Ministry 
Coordinator and Kitchen 
Coordinator at Immanuel Christian 
Reformed Church. She has led 
many diff erent teams at church, 
school and work for short term 
projects.   

Most recently, Karen has been on 
the Board of the Brampton Curling 
Club for 2 years and we look 
forward to her representing our 
members as President for the 
2017/18 curling year.  

Member Spotlight: Karen Straatsma

Join us for our last bonspiel of the year on Saturday, April 1. For $20, you will get two 6-end games and a 
delicious lunch.

BCC members and graduates of our recent Instructional League can sign up on the board in the lower lounge 
for this bonspiel as individuals and the planning committee will form the teams. Please pay Jacquie Hoff er by 
cash, cheque, or e-transfer to info@bramptoncc.com by March 26th. Plan to join us for this wrap-up 
celebration!

6-Ender Year-Ender Spiel



Our Young Curlers
Katelyn Reid in the 6-8 age group and Eli Wingrove in the 9-10 age 
group represented the Brampton Curling Club in the CurlON Hit, Draw, 
Tap Championships on February 4th in Cobourg during the Men’s 
Tankard and Ladies Scotties Provincial Championships. Both competed 
against curlers in their age groups from across the province. They 
fi nished middle of the pack in points with Katelyn just a couple of points 
behind 3rd place.

The Brampton little rock curlers competed at the Rob Shepherd Bonspiel 
at the Westmount Golf and Country Club in Kitchener on March 4th. 
The team had fun and represented our club well! 

The Brampton Bantam team represented us well in the U18 Mixed OCA 
event. There were 17 teams in this event. They won their fi rst game 
10-6 which moved them to the A-side provincial qualifi er. The second 
game was really close but in the end, they lost 7-6. The team continued 
the quest for the provincial qualifi er in the B-side. In the third game, 
they were not successful and lost 7-4. The team had fun in the event and 
hopes to compete together next season in the U18 Mixed OCA event. 

Brampton had 2 Little Rock teams at the Chinguacousy (sic) Youth 
Bonspiel on Saturday March 11. Both teams won their fi rst games and 
squared off  in Game 2 in a close fi nish coming down to last stones. One 
of our teams fi nished 3rd for the bronze and the other was 6th out of 12 
teams competing!

One more quick note from the youth, "Congratulations to Sara Bailey 
who will be skipping the Mayfi eld Secondary team at the OFSAA 
Curling Championships March 22-25 in North Bay. Way to go Sarah and 
GO MAVERICKS!"

Little Rocks

U18

Little Rocks at Ching

You Can Still be a Part of the Myrna Gordon 
Memorial Spiel for Cancer 
On March 25, 150 curlers will enjoy two 6 end games, great food all day long, as well as, a silent auction and 
raffl  e at the 23rd annual Myrna Gordon Memorial Spiel for Cancer. The events maximum 36 team limit was 
approximately 90% fi lled on the fi rst evening of registration, with the remaining team entry spots being fi lled 
shortly thereafter.  However, there is still time to bake, make a preserve, volunteer, contribute 
a prize or make a donation. Those wishing to do so can contact Doug Fraser, Bill McMahon 
or Will Jim.



Our Teams on Tour
Team Gates: Skip: Jim Gates, 
Vice: Doug McIsaac, Second: 
Mike Moro, Lead: Bill Branje and 
Team Aucoin: Skip: John Aucoin, 
Vice: Geoff  Hart, Second: Murray 
Thomas, Lead: Frank Biamonte 
registered in the double team event, 
Dominion Regalia Silver Tankard, 
being held at the King Curling 
Club on March 25 and 26. Good 
Luck Men!

The Wilson team went to compete 
in the Stayner Granite Club Ladies 
bonspiel; The team included of 
Renie Wilson (Skip), Barb Wicks, 

Dale Cation and Kirsten 
Krepps. We had two 
good games losing the 
fi rst and winning the 
second. 

Then on Feb. 28th Renie 
Wilson, Melissa Aucoin, 
Anne Marie Ruddell, 
and Donna Tulk 
traveled to Dixie for 
their annual Dixie Belle 
Bonspiel. They made it 
to the fi nals, losing the trophy on 
last rock. Great games. We had a 
great time celebrating Canada 150.

 

Over the past 2 years, your BCC 
board committee members have 
been working on coming up with 
appropriate Harassment Policy for 
our club.  

The policy is designed to 
complement the City of Brampton's 

Good Behaviour Guidelines, while 
helping to protect all members 
from harassment and providing a 
forum to resolve disputes.  

We are happy to report that after 
many iterations the policy is 
complete, and can be found on our 

club website under Policies.  

Please take the time to review the 
Harassment Policy, which the BCC 
Board believes will make the club 
a safer and more welcome 
environment for all curlers. 

BCC Finalizes Harassment and Violence Policies

Dixie Belles
Celebrate

Canada's 150th

Friends for a Day
On February 16th curlers from Brampton and Chinguacousy joined together for Friends for a Day Spiel, a fun 
fi lled day sponsored by Dave's Ice Service (Dave Carruthers). Teams were drawn up combining both clubs. 
Helen Corner and her committee did a great job. The theme was Canada 150 and the club was decked out in 
Red and White. A delicious lunch was catered by "C C restaurant". This is a great event joining our two clubs 
together. Next year Ching will be the host. Following are the winners from Friends for a Day:

Winner: Dale Cation, Shelly Brannon, Merilyn Breen, Prinio Persaud
2nd: Barb Wicks, Jean McCutcheon, Richard McFadden, Kerry Smart
3rd:  Ken Griffi  th, Diane Rosehart, Lorrie Quackenbush, Dominca Venier
4th:  Judy Powell, Margaret DesRoches, Diane Silvwerbrand, Murray Gingrich
5th:  Ken Whitbread, Joan Tufts, Jean Pether, Marcia Straatsma
6th:  Audrey Greenwood, Marsha Hendrickson, Val Williams, Linda Ciardullo



18th Annual Vel Neden Ladies Golf Tournament 

The 18th Annual Vel Neden Ladies Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday, June 17th at Turnberry Golf 
Course. 

This year's theme is Celebrating Friendship - A special friend is hard to fi nd, hard to lose and impossible to 
forget. Golfers are invited to wear their friendship colours: Pink: Represents the friend who is aff ectionate, 
understanding and cares.  Yellow: The colour that represents the joy and happiness that friendship brings. 
Purple: Represents those with a kind heart. Blue: The colour that represents trust and loyalty.

Registration is at 8:30 a.m. with a shotgun start at 9 a.m. Please note: Turnberry is a short course with 2 par 4’s 
and 16 par 3’s. Due to a limited number of carts, each foursome will have one power cart with a four-bag 
attachment for this 18-hole four-person, scramble event.

The tournament is open to Brampton Curling Club Members only until April 7. If the 80-golfer maximum has 
not been met by that date, past members and guests will be welcomed. 

The cost of $90 per person includes golf, cart, barbecue lunch and prizes. Payment is due by April 28. Please 
make cheques payable to Brampton Curling Club. Cash, credit card and e-transfers are also available. Please 
use the drop box at the Brampton Curling Club. If you have any further questions, please contact Cathy Fay at 
905-457-5515.

BCC Men’s Golf Tournament 

BCC Men’s Golf Tournament will be held on Monday May 29, at the Caledon Golf and Country Club. The 
sign-up sheet is located by the stairwell to the upstairs lounge.  

Fee is $620 per foursome or $155 per individual, with fee due at time of sign up, via cheque made out to 
Brampton Curling Club.  Individual sign up is available. Payment (cheques only made payable to the 
Brampton Curling Club) may be given to Jacquie or placed in the honour boxes in the main level lounge or in 
the box located next to the bar. Spots not paid for will be put at the bottom of the list.  All monies raised go to 
the Roy Walker Fund which sponsors youth curling in Brampton.  

Anyone wishing to donate prizes for this worthy event can contact any of the organizers: Jay Mathers, Mike 
Myler, Oliver Vendrame or Warren Craig.

BCC Golf Tournaments



Member Survey Feedback
We would like to begin by 
thanking the more than 250 
members who took the time to 
complete the recent members 
survey. 

The information you provided is 
being used by the Board to ensure 
the Brampton Curling Club is 
off ering its members the type of 
experience they are looking for 
from a curling club. 

Your feedback showed 
overwhelming gratitude and 
appreciation for the many 
volunteers who make BCC a great 
place. Based on your feedback, the 
Board is looking at a strategy to 

better recognize the eff orts of our 
many volunteers.

You also indicated that you are 
concerned about the speed of play 
and the lack of opportunity to 
rotate positions.  

This feedback has been given to 
the Games Committee and they are 
working with convenors to identify 
ways leagues can ensure these 
concerns are addressed for next 
season.

You also identifi ed the need to 
attract, support and grow our 
youth, bantam and young adult 
off erings. 

This year, we took steps to make 
our sport more accessible to young 
curlers by allowing younger 
curlers to participate in some 
leagues and spiels with adults. 
We are also developing a youth 
recruitment strategy for next 
season which will further promote 
our sport to a younger audience.

In future editions of Around the 
House, we will continue to answer 
questions/respond to suggestions 
from the survey. 

Members are also invited to send 
additional questions/suggestions 
for consideration via e-mail to 
president@bramptoncc.com.

Year End Reminder
During the summer months, the City of Brampton uses the BCC building for other activities such as children’s 
day camp and fi tness programs.  

Therefore, we would like to remind all members who have lockers in the Ladies and Men’s change rooms, to 
please remove all personal belongings, and locks from the lockers by the night of Wednesday April 19th.  

Thank you for your cooperation.   

To ensure the rocks you deliver follow the correct path and come to a rest in the area you wish them to be, we  
would like to remind all curlers about the importance of wearing appropriate attire. 

Lint, hair, fuzz or fur falling from clothing and/or bits of  rubber from worn out grippers can impact the 
direction, length, and distance your rock travels. It can also aff ect the impact on your opponent’s rocks.  

Thanks for your cooperation.

Avoid Fluff on the Ice


